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BREAD  SHORTAGE  TO  BE  RELIEVED 


Wheat  is  to  be  "loaned"  to  keep  flour  supplies  flowing  to  areas  where 
consumer  bread  supplies  are  short.    Mills  having  wheat  and  flour  totaling 
less  than  one-half  the  authorized  grind  for  domestic  distribution  may  receive 
consideration  for  loans  from  Government  stocks  awaiting  shipment  to  famine 
areas*    The  wheat  will  be  supplied  the  mills  through  merchandisers  upon 
authorization  from  the  PMA  Grain  Branch.    The  wheat  will  be  made  from  stocks 
purchased  by  the  Government  under  the  recently  concluded  bonus  plan  which 
brought  in  81,280,016  bushels  for  shipment  to  famine  areas. 


Potatoes,  probably  the  most  important  single  food  item  released  from 
price  control  -s  have  been  placed  back  under  ceilings  at  levels  which  applied 
during  the  corresponding  time  of  last  year.    The  ceiling  will  remain  in 
effect  until  the  emergency  caused  by  railroad  work  stoppage  passes.  Since 
potatoes  rank  with  wheat,  flour,  and  bread  in  importance  as  a  staple  food 
commodity ,  OPA  said,  it  is  important  not  to  allow  prices  to  shoot  up  if 
scarcities  begin  to  develop  in  areas  awaiting  shipment.    Potatoes  were  removed 
from  price  controls  early  last  fall,  and  prices  generally  have  remained  below 
ceilings  since  that  time. 


Food  and  agricultural  products  for  UNRRA  and  other  foreign  shipments  during 
February  amounted  to  more  than  1,947  million  pounds,  or  about  88  percent  of 
total  deliveries  by  the  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  other  12  per- 
cent were  for  disposition  through  commercial  and  miscellaneous  outlets  and 
transf.ers  to  other  U.  S,  agencies. 


POTATOES  ARE  BACK  UNDER  PRICE  CONTROL 


MOST  US  DA  DELIVERIES  MARKED  FOR  EXPORT 


BEEF  SET-ASIDE  TIGHTENED 
Set-raside  regulations  on  beef  have  been  changed  to  speed  procurement  for 
foreign  relief  shipments  and  to  make  more  specific  the  set-aside  and  delivery 
requirements  which  slaughterers  must  meet.    Under  the  amendment  to  WF0-75»2, 
effective  June  2,  the  order  provides  that: 

1,  Federally- inspected  and  certified  slaughterers  must  set  aside  each 
week  and  hold  in  reserve  for  Government  procurement  a  fixed  percentage 
of  their  weekly  beef  production  of  specified  grades.     They  must  also 
certify  the  physical  set-aside  of  each  week*s  requirement* 

2,  Affected  slaughterers  will  be  required  to  deliver  to  Government 
agencies  a  quantity  of  beef  equal  to  that  required  to  be  set  aside  in 
the  third  previous  week. 

3,  Federally  inspected  and  certified  slaughterers  will  be  required  to 
have  made  up  all  deficits  in  deliveries  of  set-aside  amounts  of  beef  by 
June  22  -  instead  of  June  15  as  originally  announced, 

4,  U,  S,  Utility  Grade  and  Cutter  Grades  of  beef  have  been  combined, 
and  the  set-aside  combined  established  at  55  percent.     Commercial  Grade 
beef  remains  at  40  percent  of  production, 

5,  The  Administrator  of  PMA  may  direct  delivery  to  a  Governmental  agency 
of  the  set-aside  beef  in  the  event  of  failure  on  the  pert  of  slaughterers 
affected  by  the  order  to  deliver  the  required  set-aside  quantity. 
Department  officials  stated  that  set-aside  orders  on  pork  and  lard,  and 

veal  would  be  revised  in  line  with  the  amended  beef  regulations.  Mutton 
set-aside  has  been  suspended  indefinitely. 


WHEAT  FOR  RELIEF 

With  the  passing  of  the  deadline  date  for  delivering  wheat  to  local  elevators 
under  the  "30  cents  per  bu.  bonus  plan"  at  midnight  Saturday,  May  25th,  New  Mexico 
fanners  had  sent  192  thousand  bushels  on  its  way  to  help  feed  starving  millions 
in  other  lands. 

Responding  to  the  pleas    of  President  Truman,  UNRRA  Director-General 
La  Guardia,  and  the  US DA,  farmers  of  the  state  "really  rolled  their  wheat  to  town", 
C,  V.  Hemphill,  State  PMA  Director  said  today. 

Though  the  total  amount  moved  to  elevators  by  New  Mexico  farmers  is  small 
when  compared  with  figures  from  some  of  the  wheat  producing  states,  it  represents 
a  huge  contribution  and  in  some  cases  a  considerable  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
New  Mexico  farmers,  when  production  figures  and  crop  prospects  for  1946  are  taken 
into  consideration,  Hemphill  pointed  out. 

RANGE  CONSERVATION 

From  Eddy  county  comes  a  story  of  good  range  management  on  the  Pardue-Guitar 
Ranch,  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico.    In  cooperation  with  AAA  range  program  12  miles  of 
fence  have  been  constructed}  3  storage  tanks  and  7  earthen  reservoirs  built;  3 
wells  developed;  and  10  miles  of  contour  constructed. 

Before  these  AAA  range  practices  were  completed  cattle  on  some  parts  of  the 
range  were  required  to  travel  5  miles  and  better  for  water.     Now  2  miles  is  the 
farthest  from  grass  to  water  on  any  portion  of  the  ranch. 

Most  of  the  old  trails  leading  to  water  have  disappeared  and  grass  and  other 
vegetation  now  retard  the  run-off  from  rainfall  thereby  preventing  excessive 
eros  ion* 

Fences  were  constructed  to  divided  the  range  into  smaller  pastures  permitting 
better  livestock  distribution  and  seasonal  forage  utilization.    AAA  practices  have 
been  a  major  contributing  factor  in  raising  the  carrying  capacity  at  least  40%  on 
the  entire  ranch* 


FATS  AITD  OILS  EXPORTS 

A  total  of  131,000  tons  of  fats  and  oils  was  made  available  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  between  January  1  and  May  17  for  delivery  to  UNRRA  and  European 
countries,  C,  V.  Hemphill,  Director  of  PMA  said  today.    According  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  allocations  for  fats  and  oils  export  during  the 
entire  six-months  period,  January  1  to  July  1,  1946,  total  174,000  tons.  This 
includes  the  carryover  of  previous  allocations  which  were  not  shipped  before 
January  1,  but  does  not  include  an  allowanoe-  of  about  14,000  tons  for  continuing 
commercial  exports* 

Total  supplies  made  available  for  delivery  up  to  May  17  —  approximately 
three-fourths  of  the  six-months  period  —  are  on  schedule  at  75%  of  the  total 
allocation  for  the  period. 

Hemphill  pointed  out  that  the  good  record  of  procurement  to  meet  the  urgent 
food  needs  abroad  had  been  made  possible  by  conservation  measures  and  careful 
handling  of  our  limited  fats  and  oil  supplies. 

Our  success  in  meeting  allocations  schedules  will  depend  upon  continuance  of 
all  measures  in  support  of  the  emergency  food  conservation  campaign,  including 
emphasis  on  conservation  and  re-use  in  cooking  and  the  eventual  salvage  of  un- 
edible  fats  and  oils* 

FARM  SHORTS 

USDA  has  extended  its  dried  whole  egg  purchase  program  to  obtain  an  extra 
12,000,000  pounds  for  household-sized  packages  equal  to  one  dozen  eggs  for  use 
under  England's  food  rationing  program. 
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U.  S»  meat  production  in  1946  will  be  close  to  last  year's  total  of  22.9 
billion  pounds  —  two  billion  below  the  1944  record,  USDA  forecasts.  Production 
in  1947  may  be  a  billion  less  than  this  year* 
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